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Twenty years later, Vietnam’s
Babylift orphans come of age

The Ch-A tramspart corrying 228 Vietharmese orbhoes wes jies!
12 patmaadics dnde) als Liphd frowe Tian Seon Nhwel iy Beese noar
Seigwn fo Travis A Farce Base (n Califorsdn when sotvetiing
want fervibly wrong, "There wos this lond axdlosion," reealls Ly
Meriti Sturk, e velived pecitrivian Hedng or Ashenille, N.C.of
Hie Al 4, 1970 fight. F thowght we bad beer Bt I g seriace-
L=t mizatle, T What he condd not see from his position on fhe
wiper deck wes Sl the vear cavge door d Duvs! open, deavgy-
g the fevene s radder and stebilizer and covsing a suddes de-
copmfiression i i planes dnterior A Faree Capt, Denniz
Travwor twrsied the cripbled Plise Dok foward Sadgon al
uehaged & erasf landing wn a vece paddy, The plone broke abort
arn ety eeltensgh 1FG suevaved, i Boelies of 49 adults and
7o Victnamese orphans Ty strewn abowl Bhe sile.

The crash was vl anatier colomily for children— nraey of
the iy of LS. servtesmen-—ahose Hves weve adroody
Sredohded with tragedy. B it was also e beginning of an ex-
trcrordinenny smorendt of kope. Az North Vietnamese forees closed
i G seiigm—soont Lo e vevconed i Che Minh Celv—tke UL,
sevemibled fo evacnale s remarning 7000 soldiers, diplomets
and eivilicng, wad President Gerald Ford shonsored one last of-
Farton behalf of Vietwam War orphans ander the care of reftel
agencies, Drom April 3o Apetl 19, Oheralion Habylift the larg-
e teeeh vesenes effirt tn kst oo 2003 childven, fneleding
the survtvors of the il crash, fo nees Bonges o the TUS an-
aitfer 1,000 went to Britais, France, Germany, Conede, s
Ereeliis cemeed S'f.'.n:n:r.!z'?;-:r.!::l,'x'u.lﬁm;rdfs lresrver Ross Meadir, 400 Iw.:hn
helped prn an orphanaee near Saigon for the Denver-Dased
Fricnds of Children of Vietras (FCVND: "Deople were desper:
cefe o el chalidves oul”

Fior the children of Operation Labvlift, being ghver oeer bo
arctiffine frmiline i the Wast represeted ow unimaginabls
chitwge of forfane, The tranesition has wof ahicays pone smonthly
Accarding o WOVN exscretive direclor Cherw! Marvfeson, about
a et of the chilelven atrlifled o the TS, have hod gdinst-
went problems, Yet weost of then are siow productive vy
s, attending college, pursuing cavears, starting fanfies
o tverr oos. B thie Vet Wiy wader reniesocd sermdine
S0 vears giter the foll of Seigor, Opergtion Balblift slonds val
irs a wictory, As the staries on fhe fallowing pages aftesf, 1t pro-
witded 8 Gefvere o chilidren S swohoms hope aiieared losd, =

> In April 1975, as the Morth Vietnamese closed Inan Saigon, re-
lief workers hurried children aboard an American plane.
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